ST. ANNE-PACELLI CATHOLIC SCHOOL

REOPENING
PLAN
2020-2021

Dear Parents,

We look forward to welcoming your student back to school for the 2020-2021 year! We remain committed to the spiritual,
academic and social-emotional formation of your child; and to providing a safe and loving environment for all of our students.
In the pages that follow you will find our 2020-2021 reopening plan which addresses many considerations for the safety of our
school community. I am grateful for our School Reopening Task Force made up of administrators, teachers, staff, parents, a
medical professional and safety expert, who were all instrumental in the development of this plan. Careful consideration of and
adherence to local, state, and federal guidelines for everyone’s health and safety are of highest importance.
Our reopening plan formulates three zones for re-entry to school in August. We will begin the 2020-2021 school year with oncampus learning in the Red Zone on August 10th. We will start in the Red Zone because there is currently moderate COVID-19
transmission in the Columbus, Georgia community and so that students can learn proper social distancing, hygiene and mask
wearing procedures and protocols. We are pleased to be able to offer Mevo Virtual Platform (MVP) Learning as an option for
students who are immunocompromised, students who live with people who have underlying medical conditions or those with
personal concerns about on-campus learning. Those who choose MVP Learning will not be required to commit to a specific
time frame for that style of learning. Please email me (rcollins@sasphs.net) or Lower School Principal Mrs. Jocelyn Smith
(jsmith@sasphs.net) to express interest in an MVP Learning plan for your student.
May God continue to bless our students, families, faculty and staff with His grace and guidance.
Faith in Education,

Ronie Collins
St. Anne-Pacelli Catholic School President & High School Principal

COVID-19 ZONES
Green Zone

Yellow Zone

Few, if any, active cases
in our community

Mild Transmission

Students will attend on-campus classes in the
same way they did prior to
COVID-19.

Students will attend on-campus classes with the
following safety protocols in place:
Temperature checks in morning during
Lower School carline and at High School
entry points
Hands must be sanitized before entering
buildings (sanitizing stations will be
provided)
Increased sanitation protocol for entire
school
Masks must be worn in hallways and
anytime a teacher can't provide social
distancing (example laboratory
experiments)
Social distancing will be enforced
Outdoor learning and lunch spaces will be
utilized
Parents and visitors restricted to school
office.
Sports participation allowed per Georgia
High School Association guidelines

Red Zone
Moderate Transmission
Students will attend on-campus classes with all
Yellow Zone safety protocols
in place, plus:
Masks must be worn at all times
Parents and visitors are not allowed in the
office and are restricted to staying outside
the school buildings
No after-school clubs offered

How We're Addressing
Social Distancing

Students report directly to classrooms after arrival process complete
Staggered dismissal times - students without siblings in grades PK3 through 5th dismiss at 2:50 p.m./all others dismiss at
3 p.m.
Students in grades Pre-K3 through 5 will be taught by the same lead teacher each day
Socially distant seating arrangements in classrooms, during lunch and Viking Hour
New picnic tables have been purchased to provide seating for outdoor lunch opportunities for 8th, 9th and 10th graders
(updated).
6th and 7th grade students will eat lunch in the High School Auditorium, spread out, utilizing the main lunch area as well
as the bucket seats.
11th and 12th grade students will eat lunch in the High School Auditorium, spread out, utilizing the main lunch area as
well as the bucket seats (updated).
In cases of inclement weather, 8th, 9th and 10th grade students will eat lunch in their classrooms.
Parents and visitors restricted to school office or outdoors, depending on Zone
Students will not share books or supplies
Increased outdoor learning spaces will exist in our St. Francis Garden and the area between our Mercy Hall and our high
school
All school masses will be celebrated in one classroom with each Mass being live streamed to students in other classrooms
across campus
Field trips postponed to begin the school year

Health & Sanitation
All faculty and staff will be required to have a COVID-19 negative test before coming back to school
In addition to student temperature checks, there will be temperature checks each morning for faculty/staff
If a temperature of 100.4 or higher is noted during temperature screenings, that person will not be allowed to enter
school buildings
Anything that can’t be sanitized will be removed from classrooms
Common spaces and door knobs will be sanitized several times daily by additional cleaning crews and members of
the school’s leadership team
Disinfectant wipes will be provided to all faculty/staff to wipe down areas as needed
Teachers will spray desks with a disinfectant cleaner prior to students entering rooms; students will then wipe
desks prior to sitting in them. This will be done in between every class in middle and high school.
Each classroom will have a touch-less sanitizing station and additional freestanding hand sanitizer stations will be
placed at building entry points and high traffic areas
SLA Management, our food service management company, has developed steps it will take for increased safety
within its food service programs. Visit www.BeAViking.com/menus for details.
Classrooms will be sanitized during lunch.
Masks will be worn according to the day's Zone. There is not a dress code for masks; students may wear any mask
they wish as long as it doesn't include obscenities.
New signage will exist to serve as reminders about social distancing and healthy hygiene habits.

Health & Sickness Protocols
Per the Diocese of Savannah's Office of Catholic Schools, in the event a child develops symptoms or suspected
symptoms of COVID-19 at school, parents will be contacted by school staff and parents will make immediate
preparations to have the child picked up from school. The school and its staff have discretion to determine whether a
student is ill, or potentially contagious, and whether it is in the best interests of the student, student body, teachers, and
school staff, to mandate that a student be picked up from school at the time of that determination and to not return to
school until the student has been cleared by a medical doctor to do so.
In the event a child or school staff member contracts COVID-19, the child will need to be quarantined as directed by the
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention ("CDC"). Staff members and students may not return to school until they have
met the CDC's criteria to discontinue home isolation:
A. If a sick student suspects or knows they had COVID-19, and had symptoms, they may return to School after:
1. three (3) days with no fever, and
2. symptoms improved, and
3. ten (10) days since symptoms first appeared, and
4. a negative COVID-19 report or a doctor’s note of release to return to work or school. Depending upon a student’s
healthcare provider's advice and availability of testing, they might get tested to see if they still have COVID-19. If tested,
they may return to school when they have no fever, symptoms have improved, and they receive two negative test results
in a row, at least 24 hours apart.

Health & Sickness Protocols (cont.)
B. If a sick student tested positive for COVID-19 but had no symptoms, and continues to have no symptoms, that sick
student may return to school after:
1. 10 days have passed since test
Depending upon a student's healthcare provider's advice and availability of testing, they might get tested to see if they
still have COVID-19. If tested, they may return to school after they receive two negative test results in a row, at least
24 hours apart.
C. For Anyone Who Has Been Around a Person with COVID-19
If a student has been around with someone with COVID-19, it will be up to the student's parents' discretion to quarantine
the student after exposure.
Please note: The Diocese of Savannah's Office of Catholic Schools is requiring a Statement of Understanding, Consent
Form and Liability Waivers for students and parents, and faculty and staff. All persons entering St. Anne-Pacelli
Catholic School's buildings must sign the waiver. The waiver is currently being reviewed and will be shared with
parents, faculty and staff when ready.

ARRIVAL
What's New?

Morning carline drop-off operates on Kay Circle for families with
students in grades PK3 through 5 and 6-12 with siblings in the Lower
School. High school students who don't drive will be dropped off in the
high school parking lot. New this year: Students in grades 6-8 without
siblings will go through morning carline at our Trinity Drive entrance.
The official start of morning carline drop-off is 7:30 a.m. New this year:
Students will report directly to their homeroom/1st period classrooms
after having their temperature taken and sanitizing hands prior to
entering school buildings. Please be patient in carline as it will take
longer than normal.
New this year: If a student arrives on campus after 8 a.m. or when
carline is finished, the driver should park near the main school office
entrance and call the office. A designated staff member will come out to
the car to complete the screening process.
Students wishing to purchase breakfast should report to the Lower
School Cafeteria after arriving on campus. Breakfast is served from
7:30-7:50 a.m. Only PK3 students may bring breakfast from home.
More details about our arrival procedures will be shared closer to the
start of school.

Dismissal is announced from the office with a bell. Students are
dismissed immediately after the bell or announcements.

DISMISSAL
What's New?

New this year: To ensure social distancing, on regular dismissal days
PK3 through 5th grade students without siblings will dismiss at 2:50
p.m. All others will dismiss at 3 p.m. On Noon dismissals, the
dismissal time for PK3-5th grade students without siblings is 11:50
a.m.; all others will dismiss at Noon.
Carline hang tags with students’ last name should be on display
throughout carline at dismissal. Tags will be provided to new families.
New this year: As communicated this summer, returning families
should use their tags from the 2019-2020 school year; additional tags
are available in the main school office.
New this year: Parents will be responsible for buckling their child's
seat belt if the child can't do it themselves. We will have a clearly
marked Buckle Zone at our Kay Circle dismissal where parents may
help their students put on seat belts.
Dismissal locations and more procedures will be announced closer to
the first day of school.

M

Learning

VIRTUAL PLATFORM
We are very exited to be able to live stream classes using
the latest HD Mevo technology through a private class
YouTube channel. Students experiencing illness or needing
to quarantine can attend classes with their peers who are
on campus in real time. MVP Learning will be available
during Green, Yellow, or Red Zones throughout the school
year. Students and parents will be able to access the MVP
Learning recorded lessons throughout the year if a student
missed a class or needs to view the lesson again.

Always Learning
Our Always Learning platform will be used if on
campus learning is suspended. We will engage
students with learning experiences that continue the
planned learning program, and help them stay
connected with teachers and classmates. These
experiences offer authentic opportunities to focus
on key concepts, knowledge, and skills. They
emphasize interaction and creativity, and involve a
balance of on-screen and off-screen tasks that help
connect to previous learning and the current
curriculum. As always, online communications are
managed in a respectful and safe way. Zoom, Loom
and Google Classroom will be used by teachers for
instruction and parents can be assured that all
standards will be covered.

Vikings
Athletics

Our Vikings Athletics program will follow all Georgia
High School Association guidelines.
As long as sports are active on campus, we will offer
Viking Hour. This free-of-charge, after-school study
hall is for 5th-12th grade St. Anne-Pacelli studentathletes. When your student's school sport is in
season, he or she will be required to attend Viking
Hour prior to after-school practices. Viking Hour will
be held Monday-Thursday from 3 until 3:45 p.m. in
our High School Auditorium. During Viking Hour,
students will complete homework while being
supervised by coaches, as well as have opportunities
to connect with teachers if they have questions about
subjects they are studying. New this year: Students
will observe social distancing during Viking Hour.

A PRA Y E R O F S OLIDARITY
For all who have contracted coronavirus, we pray for care and healing.

For those who are particularly vulnerable, we pray for safety and protection.
For all who experience fear or anxiety, we pray for peace of mind and spirit.
For affected families who are facing difficult decisions between food on the table or public safety,
we pray for policies that recognize their plight.
For those who do not have adequate health insurance,
we pray that no family will face financial burdens alone.
For those who are afraid to access care due to immigration status,
we pray for recognition of the God-given dignity of all.
For our brothers and sisters around the world, we pray for shared solidarity.
For public officials and decisionmakers, we pray for wisdom and guidance.
Father, during this time may your Church be a sign of hope, comfort and love to all.
Grant peace. Grant comfort. Grant healing. Be with us, Lord.
Amen.

Always Remember...
IT' S A GREAT DAY TO BE A VIKING!

