
6-8 ELA Summer Homework 

Book Report in a Bag 

 

Directions: Read a book from the grade level list, write a summary, 
decorate a brown paper grocery size bag with a scene from the book, place 
five items INSIDE the bag that represent something from the book. In 
addition, design a meme based on the book in a t-shirt design and add it to 
the bag, for a total of six items in the bag. Bring it to school, and present it 
to the class!  

The front of the paper bag should show an original kid-made scene 
from the book (the sides can be decorated as well). This should be hand 
drawn and colored with markers or crayons, or have cut outs or other 
embellishments to decorate the front.  

It CANNOT be images that are printed from a computer! 
On the back of the bag is a one page summary of the book 

discussing the story elements. Students should be prepared to present 
their bag and explain their items on the first day back to school. Book bags 
will be graded using a rubric. 
 
 

Book Bag Examples 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
For the presentation: Be sure to include -  

● A well-written explanation of the items in the bag.  
○ How they are related to the story, and why they were chosen 
○ Chosen items should be age appropriate and within school 

regulations for safety 
● A one-page summary of the story with a full explanation of the 

following story elements (setting, characters, plot, point of view, 
conflict, and theme) to explain the beginning, middle, and ending. 

○ Summary should include title of the book, author, first and last 
name of student, and book rating/review with explanation  

● Proper grammar, sentence structure, and punctuation should be 
observed in the summary and written explanation of the chosen 
items. 

● T-shirt meme design related to the story should be colorful, creative, 
and age appropriate in content and language. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 

T-Shirt Meme Cut-Out 
 

 



 
 
 
 

Grade Level Book List  
(Note: Students can cross over to choose a book from a higher grade level, 
but not down, unless your ZPD range calls for it. Ex: an 8th grader cannot 

choose from the 6th grade list unless your reading range requires it) 
 

6th 7th  8th 
 

A Night Divided  
A Wrinkle in Time 
Al Capone Does My 
Shirts 
Among the Hidden 
Bridge to Terabithia 
Ender's Game 
Esperanza Rising 
Hatchet 
Hate the Cat 
Holes 
I Am Malala (Young 
Readers' Edition) 
Letters From Camp 
Loser by Jerry Spinelli 
Love the Dog 
My Side of the 
Mountain 
Number the Stars 
Out of the Dust 

Brian’s Winter  
Bud, Not Buddy  
Chasing Redbird 
Counting by 7’s  
Diary of a Young Girl  
Esperanza Rising 
Farewell to Manzanar 
Freak the Mighty 
Hatchet  
Holes  
Hunger Games  
I am Malala  
I Will Always Write 
Back  
Little Women  
Lord of the Flies  
Middle School Is the 
Worst Years of My Life  
My Brother Sam Is 
Dead  
Out of the Dust  
Red Badge of Courage  
Restart  
Rules  

Fahrenheit 451  
I Know Why the Caged 
Bird Sings  
Roll of Thunder, Hear 
My Cry  
The Adventures of 
Sherlock Holmes  
The Boy in the Striped 
Pajamas  
The Call of the Wild 
The Circuit  
The Giver  
The Halloween Tree 
The Red Badge of 
Courage  
To Kill a Mockingbird 
Uglies  
White Fang  
Refugee  
The Martian 
(classroom edition)  
A Long Walk to Water 
 



Rumblefish 
The Lion, the Witch, 
and the Wardrobe 
Walk the Moons 
Where the Red Fern 
Wonder 

Savvy  
Sticks and Stones 
Tales from 
Shakespeare  
The Adventures of 
Huckleberry Finn  
The Call of the Wild 
The Chronicles of 
Narnia  
The Devil’s Arithmetic  
The Egypt Game  
The Giver  
The Hobbit  
The Maze  
The Miracle Worker 
The Outsiders  
The Watsons Go to 
Birmingham-1963  
The Westing Game  
Treasure Island  
Tuck Everlasting  
Walk Two Moons 
 

 
 


