
Name_____________________________________ 

Read Across the USA 

Summer Reading Program for Incoming 5th Graders at St. Anne-Pacelli 

This summer you are going to read a variety of material to prepare you for 5th grade and review the 

states and regions as you read your way across the USA! 

Use this page to check off each task as you complete it. All work should be completed in cursive if you 

are a returning student. The completed packet of work and AR tests on your picture book and novel 

will be recorded effort grades in reading during the first two weeks of school.  Be sure to complete all 

work well because effort grades count as 40% of your total grade. Points will be deducted for not fol-

lowing directions and for grammar/spelling errors.  Be sure to use  

arbookfinder.com  to check the level of your books.  You can find a great map game to find abbrevia-

tions and review state locations at http://www.abcya.com/USA_geography_puzzle_map.htm 

Task Checklist: 

 1.  Read one picture book that has an AR level of 4.0 or higher. Recommended authors include Pa-

tricia Polacco and Chris Van Allsburg. Complete the story map for the picture book following the 

directions carefully.  Label all of the states in the Northeast section of the map neatly with the cor-

rect abbreviation. 

 2. Read one newspaper article of your choice. Complete the Newspaper Article Report page follow-

ing the directions carefully.  Label all of the states in the Southeast section of the map neatly with 

the correct abbreviation. 

 3. Go to www.storylineonline.net  and click on the story How I Learned Geography.  Listen to the 

story two times.  Answer the questions following the directions carefully on the provided sheet.  La-

bel all of the states in the Midwest section of the map neatly with the correct abbreviation. 

 4.  Read one magazine article of your choice.  Complete the Magazine Article page following the 

directions carefully.  Label all of the states in the Southwest section of the map neatly with the cor-

rect abbreviation. 

 5.  Read one novel (100 pages or more) of your choice that is within your AR level from the last 

quarter.  (Choose a book from 4.6-5. 2)if you do not know your level). Complete the Chapter Book 

page following the directions carefully.  Label all of the states in the West section of the map neatly 

with the correct abbreviation. 

All packet work is due at our Back to School Open House or on the  

first day of school.  AR tests can be taken the first two weeks of school. 





1. Picture Book  Story Map 

Name________________________________________________________________ 

After reading your picture book, complete the story map below.  Write complete, 

detailed sentences for each area except the title and author.  Be sure that you 

capitalize the title and author.  Use a resource for correct spelling. 

Title: Author: 

Setting: Main Character(s): 

Plot/Problem/Conflict (3 sentences) : 

Conclusion/End (2sentences) : 



2.  Newspaper Article Report 

Name________________________________________________________________ 

After reading  the newspaper article of your choice, complete the report form.  

Write complete, detailed sentences for each area except the title and author.  

Be sure that you capitalize the title and author.  Put quotation marks around the 

title.  Use a resource for correct spelling. 

Article Title:______________________________________________________ 

Reporter:___________________________________________ 

The 5 W’s 
1. Who is the article about? 

 

2. What is the article about? 

 

3. Where does it take place? 

 

4. When did it happen? 

 

5. Why did the author write the article? 



3. How I Learned Geography/Response Activity 

Name________________________________________________________________ 

After listening to, and reading the story, complete the report form.  Be sure your 

pictures are done neatly and colored. The answer to the response question should 

be written in complete sentences.  Use a resource for spelling. 

Beginning 
Draw a picture of the boy  and how he 

feels at the beginning of the story.  Write 

one word to tell how he feels. 

Middle 
Draw a picture of the boy  and how he 

feels in the middle of the story.  Write 

one word to tell how he feels. 

End 
Draw a picture of the boy  and how he 

feels at the end of the story.  Write one 

word to tell how he feels. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

_______________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

_______________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

______________________________ 

In the story, the Boy used his imagination to escape his hunger and sadness. Write about a time when 

you used your imagination to help you feel better when you were sad or bored.  (4 sentences) 

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________ 



4. Magazine Article Summary Form 

Name________________________________________________________________ 

Find a magazine article that interests you.  As you read, think about the main idea 

of the article and the details that support the main idea.  Fill out the graphic or-

ganizer as you read.  Use your notes in the graphic organizer to write a summary 

with a topic sentence and four supporting detail sentences.  Be sure to write com-

plete, detailed sentences with correct grammar and spelling.  Write the title of 

the article with correct capitalization and in quotation marks. 

Article Title:__________________________________________________________________________________ 

Summary 

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

Main Idea 
Detail 

Detail 

Detail 

Detail 

Detail 



5.  Chapter Book/Point of View 

Name________________________________________________________________ 

After reading  the chapter book of your choice, reflect on the point of view of 

the story.  Be sure to answer all questions using complete, detailed sentences 

with correct spelling and grammar. 

Book Title:__________________________________________________________________________________ 

 1st Person 

 Uses the pronouns "I," "me", or, "we" 

•The main character is telling the story. 

•Sometimes you may need to read the back of the book or wait until another 

 character is speaking to the main character and look for their name. 

 

2ndPerson 

 

•Uses the pronoun "you," "your," and "yours"  

•The author talks directly to the reader. 

•Most appropriate for email, presentations, business, and technical writing.  

•When your teacher addresses the entire class, he/she is using 2nd person point of view.  

 

3rdPerson 

 

•Uses the pronouns "he," "she," "they," etc.  

•The author or narrator or someone outside of the story is telling the story.  

•Traditionally used for academic writing.  

 

 

 

1.  From what point of view is the book written?

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________ 

2. Write a sentence from the story exactly as it is written in the book to show that 

it is written in this point of view.  Circle the key words. 

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________ 

3. Think of another way this story could be told. Change the point of view.  What 

would the story be like? 

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

__ 



Name_____________________ 

5th Grade Summer Reading Rubric 

Map complete and labeled  

correctly. 

15 points  

Task 1/Picture Book Activity  

completed correctly following  

all directions. 

15 points  

Task 2/Magazine Article Activity  

completed correctly following  

all directions. 

15 points  

Task 3/Newspaper Article Activity  

completed correctly following  

all directions. 

20 points  

Task 4/Online Story Activity  

completed correctly following  

all directions. 

20 points  

Task 5/Novel Activity  

completed correctly following  

all directions. 

15 points  

Total Points Possible/Earned 100  


